Dear Editor, We want to thank Dr. Altundag for expanding on the limitations of the current study [1] . We agree that further studies are needed to determine how metabolic factors contribute to the prognostic outcome of brain metastases originating from each breast cancer subtype.
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A limitation of our current study is that we did not have adequate patient numbers to elucidate the prognostic significance of how both obesity and diabetes affect each specific molecular subtypes. We also do not have the matched subtype information for both the primary tumor and brain metastases to identify possible discordance because many patients at our institution do not have a biopsy of their brain metastases if they have other known systemic metastases. However, our group previously published that the discordance rate is approximately 20%, and we agree that it could warrant further investigation on a larger scale [2] . Despite these shortcomings, we would like to highlight several prospective studies that have shown benefit to weight management and dietary interventions with patients of all breast cancer subtypes. The Nurses' Health Initiative was a prospective study which demonstrated decreased rates of recurrence for breast cancer patients who were able to maintain or decrease their weight compared with those who gained weight after diagnosis [3] . It has also been demonstrated in the Women's Intervention Nutrition Study (WINS) that a nutritional intervention is beneficial for all molecular subtypes and in fact, the largest benefit was noted for women with estrogen-negative breast cancers [4] .
Given these data, we extrapolate that metabolic factors including BMI and diabetes will likely play a role in brain metastases outcomes from breast cancer regardless of molecular subtype, but acknowledge that further investigation is warranted.
